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PERIOPERATIVE MEDICINE 

For the full schedule, including dates and times, please refer to the WCA2026 online 

programme 

 

SUBCOMMITTEE 

Co-chairs:  

• Denny Levett, United Kingdom 
• Guy Ludbrook, Australia 

Members of subcommittee: 

• Pierre Albaladejo, France 
• Adil Bensouda, Morocco 
• Bruce Biccard, South Africa 
• Lijian Pei, China 
• Luciana Stefani, Brazil 
• BobbieJean Sweitzer, USA 

 

LECTURES 

1. RISK ASSESSMENT AND SHARED DECISION-MAKING 
Chair: Mike Grocott, United Kingdom 
 
Perioperative risk assessment … What to do?  
Duminda Wijeysundera, Canada 
 
Shared decision making for high-risk patients 
Debra Leung, Australia 
 
Preoperative MDT for high risk noncardiac surgical patients  
Nick Koning, Netherlands 
 

2. FRAILTY AND THE AGEING PERIOPERATIVE PATIENT  
Chair: BobbyJean Sweitzer, USA 
 
Pre-op cognitive screening and delirium management 
Idit Matot, Israel 
 
Planning peri-operative care for the frail patient 
Denny Levett, United Kingdom 
 

3. PERIOPERATIVE FLUID AND HAEMODYNAMICS 
Chair:  Luciana Stefani, Brazil 
 
Perioperative fluid management – where are we now?  
Mike Grocott, United Kingdom 
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Perioperative blood pressure management – does it matter? Risk  
Maxime Cannesson, USA 
 
Perioperative heart failure in non cardiac surgery 
Adil Bensouda, Morocco 
 

4. DIAGNOSING AND OPTIMISING MEDICAL CONDITIONS BEFORE SURGERY 
Chair: Luciana Stefani, Brazil 
 
Pre-operative optimisation of diabetes   
Hairil Rizal Abdullah, Singapore 
 
Sleep apnoea – detection and management planning  
Frances Chung, Canada 
 
Management of atrial fibrillation for non-cardiac surgery  
BobbyJean Sweitzer, USA 
 

5. PREHABILITATION – THE WHAT, THE WHY, THE HOW 
Chair: Hairil Rizal Abdullah, Singapore 
 
Prehabilitation … the evidence?  
Denny Levett, United Kingdom 
 
Prehabilitation in practice ... Implementation  
Gabriele Baldini, Italy 
 
Pre-operative surgery school  
Imogen Fecher-Jones, United Kingdom 
 

6. ENHANCED RECOVERY AND POST-OP CARE 
Chair: Bruce Biccard, South Africa 
 
Enhanced recovery – back to the future 
Anoushka Afonso, USA 
 
Enhanced perioperative care – using recovery rooms differently 
Guy Ludbrook, Australia 
 
Changing practice on postop wards to decrease failure to rescue  
Busisiwe Mrara, South Africa 
 
The African critical illness outcomes study: providing essential perioperative 
critical care 
Karima Khalid, Africa 
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7. PERIOPERATIVE NUTRITION: MANAGING OBESITY AND MALNUTRITION 
Chair: Denny Levett, United Kingdom 
 
Screening, assessment and management of perioperative malnutrition  
Bernhard Riedel, Australia 
 
Perioperative management of the obese patient 
Luiz Fernando Falcão, Brazil 
 
8. PERIOPERATIVE CANCER CARE 
Chair: Lijian Pei, China 
 
Oncoanaesthesia – new horizons  
Vijaya Gottumukkala, USA 
 
Anaesthesia, analgesia & outcome in cancer 
Bernhard Riedel, Australia 
 

9. PERIOPERATIVE BLOOD MANAGEMENT 
Chair: Adil Bensouda, Morocco 
 
Diagnosing and managing pre-operative anaemia  
BobbyJean Sweitzer, USA 
 
Patient blood management in a middle income country. Tips and tricks  
Mihai Stefan, Romania 
 
Preventing and managing perioperative thromboembolism  
Pierre Albaladejo, France 
 

10. GLOBAL PERSPECTIVES ON IMPROVING SURGICAL OUTCOME & HIGH VALUE 
CARE 
Chair: Guy Ludbrook, Australia 
 
Outcomes, incentives and value  
Mike Grocott, United Kingdom 
 
Outcomes and value in Africa  
Bruce Biccard, South Africa 
 
Outcomes and value in Latin America  
Luciana Stefani, Brazil 
 
Outcomes and value in China 
Lijian Pei, China 
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WORKSHOPS  

1. PREOPERATIVE SURGERY SCHOOLS  
Workshop Lead: Imogen Fecher-Jones, United Kingdom 
 
Denny Levett, United Kingdom 
 
2. POST-OP ENHANCED CARE 
Workshop Lead: Guy Ludbrook, Australia 
 
Nick Koning, Netherlands 
 

PROBLEM BASED LEARNING DISCUSSIONS 

1. SHARED DECISION MAKING   
Debra Leung, Australia 
 
2. AN ANTICOAGULATED PATIENT IN THE OR  
Pierre Albaladejo, France 
 
3. NEW DIABETIC DRUGS - PRACTICALITIES  
Hairil Rizal Abdullah, Singapore 
 
4. IMPROVING POST OP CARE: FAILURE TO RESCUE  
Bruce Biccard, South Africa 
Busisiwe Mrara, South Africa 
 
5. EMERGENCY LAPAROTOMY – LIMITS OF CARE   
Luciana Stefani, Brazil 
Mike Grocott, United Kingdom 
 
6. WARD VS HIGH ACUITY CARE  
Guy Ludbrook, Australia 
Nick Koning, Netherlands 
 
7. AMBULATORY AND FAST-TRACK, WHO (NOT) TO CHOOSE   
BobbyJean Sweitzer, USA 
 
8. HYPOTENSION AFTER SURGERY   
Guy Ludbrook, Australia 
Nick Koning, Netherlands 
 


